
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD AND PUBLIC HEARING 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

April 20, 2017 

 

MIDDLEBURY BRIDGE AND RAIL PROJECT 

VERMONT AGENCY OF TRANSPORTATION PROJECT MIDDLEBURY WCRS(23) 

 

Middlebury, VT – On April 26, 2017, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), cooperating 

with the Vermont Agency of Transportation (VTrans), will release for public review an 

Environmental Assessment (EA) to discuss the effects of the proposed Middlebury Bridge and 

Rail Project (Project).  

The purpose of the Project is to address the structural deficiencies of two rail-highway grade-

separated bridges in downtown Middlebury where Main Street (VT 30/TH 2 Bridge 102) and 

Merchants Row (TH 8 Bridge 2) span the Vermont Western Rail Corridor (VWRC) track, to 

address rail safety concerns, and to provide appropriate vertical and horizontal rail clearances 

for the planned service life of the structure(s).  

 

The Proposed Action would replace the two bridges with a single tunnel. The current open 

track segment between the Main Street and Merchants Row Bridges would be closed, 

effectively reestablishing the former (pre-railroad) extent of the Village Green over the top of 

the railroad tracks. The railroad track elements and drainage infrastructure would be upgraded 

to provide for safe and efficient railroad operation. The overall length of the Project is 

approximately 3,500 linear feet along the VWRC track.  

 

The Project is being partially funded by the FHWA through its Federal-aid highway Program.  

As a Federal-aid Project, the EA is being made available pursuant to the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). FHWA regulations implementing NEPA can be found at 23 

CFR 771. 

 

The EA contains information on the purpose and need for the Project; the range of alternatives 

considered; and an evaluation of the environmental consequences of the Proposed Action. An 

electronic version of the EA will be available for review on the internet site of the Vermont 

Agency of Transportation (http://vtrans.vermont.gov/projects/middlebury). Hard copies and 

electronic copies on CD will be available for review at the Ilsley Public Library, located at 75 

Main Street and at the Town Manager’s office located at 77 Main Street.  

 

A public hearing on the EA is scheduled for May 11, 2017 at the Town Hall Theater, 

Merchants Row, Middlebury, VT. An informational session will be held before the start of 

the formal hearing from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM, with the hearing called to order at 7:00 PM. 

The hearing will conclude at 9:00 PM. At the informational session, Project plans and 

http://vtrans.vermont.gov/projects/middlebury


 

information will be available for viewing and the Project team will be available to answer 

questions. Written and verbal comments will be accepted at the public hearing. 

 

The FHWA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concerning the scope and 

content of the EA. Comments should be as specific as possible and address the analysis of 

potential environmental impacts, the adequacy of the Proposed Action or merits of 

alternatives, and the mitigation being considered. Reviewers should organize their participation 

so that it is meaningful and makes FHWA aware of the reviewer’s interests and concerns using 

quotations and other specific references to the text of the EA and related documents. 

Comments may be presented verbally at the public hearing, or may be submitted in writing 

until May 26, 2017 to: 

 

Hardcopy Format: 

Kenneth R. Sikora   

Environmental Program Manager  

Federal Highway Administration 

Federal Building, Suite 216   

87 State Street 

Montpelier, VT 05602-9505

Email Format: 

Middlebury@vhb.com 

 

Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. (VHB) of South Burlington, VT is the engineering and 

environmental services firm working with VTrans on the environmental permitting and design 

development for the Project. An overview of the Project will be provided at the hearing and 

representatives from VTrans and FHWA will be present to receive public comments.   
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